
 

 

G U I D E  T O  O U R  T O P  5  W A L K S  

Combine your stay with a Dog Training Holiday 

Bowerland 
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 

Stay up to date 

Top Five Walks 
Dr. Blackall’s Drive above the River Dart   

Princetown Old Railway Track  

Okehampton Deer Park Circuit  

Magpie Bridge  

Tavy Cleave & Hare Tor  

See more walks: www.bowerlandcottageholidays.co.uk/blog 

Elite Bespoke 
Training 

Naughty But 
Nice Intensive 

This concentrated package 
provides you with 10 solid 
hours of 121 training for 
you and your dog…   

This is a great start to 
your training, and can be 
fitted in over a short 
break… 

This package is really 
the best as it allows us to 
design a package tailored 
especially for you… 
 

Naughty But 
Nice Boost 

Subscribe to our blog to stay up 
to date with our Daily Posts, 
Walks, Training Tips and much 
more… 

We have an abundance of 
walks for you to choose from in 
our Wednesday Walks. 

Plus we have lots of tips and 
treats for your dogs as well! 

 



 
BOWERLAND GUIDE TO OUR TOP 5 WALKS 

Our Top Five Walks 

Okehampton Deer Park Circuit 
• Park up at Okehampton Station and walk across the 

road towards the cycle track. 
• Turn left onto track and follow path and just before 

the railway bridge, take a right and go onto the road. 
• Turn left and walk up the hill and over the A30 

Okehampton bypass. 

Princetown Old Railway Track 
This is a really easy walk of approximately 5 miles. 
Park up in the main car park at Princetown, turn left at 
the entrance and then past the old fire station, you will 
see a sign to the left. You will follow a narrow path, 
alongside a small field. 

Tavy Cleave & Hare Tor 
Some of this walk is within the Dartmoor Firing 
Range, so please check times of firing before heading 
out. Park up at the car park at Lanehead (Lanehead is a 
car parking area on the western side of Dartmoor, just 
up the road from Mary Tavy). 

Magpie Bridge 
Also known as Bedford Bridge, Magpie Bridge crosses 
the River Walkham, which is a family-friendly 
swimming spot. We normally star the short walk down-
stream along the small path beside the fast-flowing 
river. 1.5 hrs – a moderate to easy walk. 
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Dr. Blackall’s Drive – above the 
River Dart in the Dart Gorge 

2

park at New Bridge. Alternatively, if you don’t want to 
walk in from New Bridge, there are plenty of small, 
grassy parking areas you can stop at further up the road 
from New Bridge as it leads to Poundsgate. 

Princetown Old Railway Track 
 
This is a really easy walk of approximately 5 miles. Park 
up in the main car park at Princetown, turn left at the 
entrance and then past the old fire station, you will see a 
sign to the left. You will follow a narrow path, alongside 
a small field. Shortly afterwards you will come out onto 
the track, leading to the right. You will see some beautiful 
scenery and views of the Common. 
 
Follow along this track for about a mile, and you will see 
a boundary stone “PCWW 1917.” This is an old marker 
for Burrator Reservoir. You will then see a track crossing 
the path, go past this and shortly afterwards there is a 
path on your left which will take you to Swelltor Quarry. 

This path will split into two. Make sure you take the left-
hand path for an easier route which will take you to an 
old ruin of a stone house which once belonged to a 
blacksmith. Further along this path there are some large 
cut stones which are corbels carved for the Old London 
Bridge.  

Go past these, and you will see some remains of the old 
railway, some old wooden sleepers.  The track then 
continues and you will see King’s Tor on your right. The 
path circles back the other side. The views to your left are 
of Merrivale. 

After about half a mile you come back to the point in the 
path where you branched off for Swelltor Quarry. Go 
past this point and on your left is a wide track, which will 
take you to Foggintor Quarry. If you want an easier walk, 
keep going on the railway line back to Princetown. 

But if you continue on the quarry track, you will reach 
some ruined buildings. You can go into the quarry to 
explore if you wish, or else take the small path on the left 
up the bank, which will take you up the left side of the 
quarry.  Make sure you take time out to enjoy the 
wonderful views. 

When you reach the top of the hill you will spot a path 
that will take you back to the railway track.  Follow this 
track back to the car park where you will be able to enjoy 
a welcome hot drink and perhaps treat yourself to a piece 
of cake. 
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Spitchwick is a popular area in Dartmoor National Park. 
You will see that Spitchwick Manor is nearby and was 
once owned by Dr. Blackall. He created a carriage drive 
along the northern edge of the Dart Gorge so that his 
family and guests could enjoy the stunning views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This walk is a linear walk. You can turn it into a much 
longer walk but it can be quite demanding. There are 
plenty of other routes as well but this walk is a good 
introduction to the area. It follows the Two Moors Way 
through a section of the National Park. The views in both 
directions are stunning, with many beautiful colours to be 
seen throughout the year, especially in the Autumn time. 

Start from New Bridge car park. Follow the north bank of 
the River Dart under New Bridge into Spitchwick. The 
Two Moors Way runs through here, across a small road 
and climbs through woodland to Leigh Tor. From this 
point, cross another small road and follow a wide, grassy 
track up to Dr. Blackall’s Drive. The view to South 
Devon and back wards to Buckland-in-the-Moor is 
absolutely stunning.  

The good, easy and flat drive takes you around a spur of 
land where the Dart Gorge opens up below you. It’s a 
memorable sight.  Take note of Bench Tor across the 
valley and Mel Tor and Sharp Tor are beyond.  If you 
look towards the distance, you can see Combestone Tor 
below Dartmoor’s high south plateau. 

Walk along Dr. Blackall’s Drive to Mel Tor and then 
Sharp Tor. From Sharp Tor, you can look back down the 
Dart Gorge in the direction from which you came. You 
can’t miss it! Dr. Blackall’s Drive is clearly visible. If you 
stop at this point it is a great place to have a picnic.  

When you’ve finished your picnic, and had enough of the 
view, head back onto Dr. Blackall’s Drive. When you get 
to the Leigh Tor area, you can descend directly to the car 



 
BOWERLAND GUIDE TO OUR TOP 5 WALKS 

2

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Go past Castle Ham Lodge and keep on the Castle 
Road ahead. At the junction at the end of this road 
take a right back to Station Road. Turn left at the 
Memorial Stone and walk back towards Okehampton 
Railway Station. Finally, have a well-earned cup of tea 
in the Station Café. 
 
 

Magpie Bridge 
 
Directions: Coming from Okehampton, take the 
Tavistock road (A386) and turn right at Grenofen, 
opposite the Half Way House pub. Take the first left, 
go over the cattle grid and park up. 
 
Also known as Bedford Bridge, Magpie Bridge crosses 
the River Walkham, which is a family-friendly 
swimming spot. We normally start with a short walk 
downstream along the small path beside the fast 
flowing and very attractive river. It takes around 1.5 
hours – a moderate to easy walk. 
 
There are a couple of spots along the river where dogs 
can swim out into the wider areas to retrieve 
sticks.  You can also go up the steep rough track from 
the car park, then bear right and follow the track down 
to the river. 

If you cross over the bridge and turn right, you can 
follow a number of paths and tracks back along, 
keeping the river on your right hand side. Near the car 
park, there is a large flat area for picnics or games and 
sometimes even a barbecue.  

Alternatively, you can walk in a loop up around the 
railway viaduct and then down to the river and back 
up. There are a variety of choices on this walk. 
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Okehampton Deer Park Circuit 
 
Park up at Okehampton Station and walk across the road 
towards the cycle track. 
 
• Turn left onto track and follow path and just before 

the railway bridge, take a right and go onto the road. 
• Turn left and walk up the hill and over the A30 

Okehampton bypass. 
• Immediately after the bypass take the footpath down 

the lane to the right and follow this round to a fork 
seeing the youth hostel on the left, but you take the 
right through a gate into a wooded area. 

• Continue on this footpath straight ahead. 
 

Stop at this point and look to the left and you will see 
open moorland with several remains of a medieval 
Dartmoor Longhouse from the 12th Century. The main 
track leads to a cottage on your left. Keep to the wet 
grassy path ahead and through the gate at the top. 

There are some earthworks up on the left, which is 
believed to be the location of a medieval Deer Park 
hunting lodge.  If you look closely you can see the 
remains of a door arch and a small arched window.    

• Return to the path alongside the fence at the bottom. 
• Continue to the next fence ahead and cross the stile 

on the right over the stone wall. 
 
The 1700-acre park south of the castle was created in the 
1300s by the Earl of Devon, Hugh Courtenay. Henry VII 
returned it to agriculture in 1538. 

• Cross this stile and follow the footpath downhill close 
to the low wall. 

• Continue to the bottom and follow the path left 
through the gate, alongside the fence. 

• Cross the stream and go through the gate on the right. 
• Follow the track over the railway and when you reach 

the bottom, go through the underpass on the right. 
 
Additionally, there are 2 ways in which you can finish 
your walk. I recommend this route if you have your dog 
with you. The alternative requires dogs to be on leads. 

• Keep to the track as it becomes more distinct and at 
the end go ahead on the surfaced road. 

• Leave the road on a footpath that descends through 
the woods on the left. It is signposted to the Castle, 
Okehampton and West Devon Way. 

• Cross the grassy area at the bottom to the footbridge -
Okehampton Castle is on the left. 

 



 

 

Tavy Cleave and Hare Tor 

G U I D E  T O  O U R  T O P  5  W A L K S  

  

A moderate to difficult walk of approximately 4.5 miles 

Some of this walk is within the Dartmoor Firing Range, so please check times of firing before heading out. Park up at the 
car park at Lanehead (Lanehead is a car parking area on the western side of Dartmoor, just up the road from Mary 
Tavy). Head to the right, going down a track and then to the left passing a leat known as Wheal Friendship Leat or 
Reddaford Leat. 

Follow the leat along, keeping on the right hand side. Then go around to the left and under Nat Tor. You will start to see 
Tavy Cleave ahead. Once you get to the head of the leat, there is a grey building. Keep left of the building and follow the 
river. It is not a very good path and you will find yourself walking along the riverbank, as well as climbing over boulders. 
The views are worth it, but it is a tricky walk! 

You will pass by Ger Tor, which is quite a large tor. It is a beautiful spot, and you will feel as if you are in the middle of 
the wild moor. Follow the river all the way up to where it meets with Rattle Brook and then turn left, leaving the river 
Tavy behind. This path next to Rattle Brook is really narrow path, and you may come across some Dartmoor animals on 
this path. Make sure you keep the river in sight heading for a boundary stone, which marks the river crossing point at 
Deadlake Foot. The boundary stone is marked with WD 21 and is one of 26 put up by the war department to mark out 
the Willsworthy firing range. They date from about 1900 and mostly follow the boundary of the old Willsworthy Manor. 

At this point you will see a stream and take the path out of this valley (in a north west direction). Follow alongside the 
path until you reach a sort of crossroads. The path and stream split off in different directions. Most people take a 
compass with them as the path to Hare Tor is to the right and you may not feel that it is the correct direction. If you take 
a compass reading it will confirm it. Walk up the gradual incline, to Hare Tor (SX 551843). 

Hare Tor sits in the middle of the firing range and is 531m high. There are some amazing views from this spot. Besides 
the range marker pole, you can spot Widgery Cross on Brat Tor to the north west and Ger Tor to the south west. At this 
point you can take the easy walk to Ger Tor (SX 547831), which is just under a mile from Hare Tor and is a fantastic 
spot for taking photographs. To return simply follow the path in a south westerly direction down and across Nattor 
Down, going across the leat and back at the car park. 

Image credits: via Wikimedia Commons. & Devon Dogs              

Bowerland Blog 
Check out our Saturday Stories as well. Submit your own story 
in approx. 300 words about your beloved canine companion and 
win a £10 training voucher to be used on any product in the 
Devon Dogs store…  Send to: carole@devondogs.co.uk   


